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How Can We Be Successful Parents? 


mnouncer: 


' Have you ever stopped to figure how much time you spent in 
@eparing yourself to be a parent? Until very recently, most of 
spent many years learning the three “R’s,”’ learning how to 
ake money, how to build bridges, battleships, and atomic bombs, 
‘hile we spent practically no time learning how to be a success- 
i parent. 

in tonight’s discussion, we'll just touch the high points of this 
“portant question. Our object is to encourage you and your 
wmilies to give more time and thought to this subject. 

| Things that seem like a problem can turn out to be great fun 
properly approached. And there’s no fun quite like the fun of 
ising a good, successful parent. If you don’t believe it, listen to 
r two brilliant speakers. You may or may not agree with them. 
At any rate, we would like to have your opinion, too, so won’t 
ou write us after you have heard tonight’s program? 

Now to preside over our discussion, here is your moderator, the 
esident of Town Hall and founder of America’s Town Meeting, 
eorge V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. (Applause) 


derator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. In a world of H-Bombs and atomic 
arfare, why discuss the problem of parents? The answer should 
self-evident. If our parents had spent more time in learning 
w to be successful parents, we might not today be living in fear 
the wholesale destruction of civilization. Next week, we are 
ing to discuss the H-Bomb, but tonight we invite your attention 
the counsel of two representative parents who differ sharply 
| some points: John Mason Brown, the ubiquitous Associate 
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Editor of The Saturday Review of Literature, and Mrs. Mais 
Ward Sheed, publisher, lecturer, and author of Catholic Evideni} 
Training Outlines, who has also written two books containirf 
detailed studies of the childhood of two great men—Gilbert 1 
Chesterton and Cardinal Newman. 
We'll hear first from John Mason Brown, a favorite Town Hé)) 
lecturer, whose fascinating book about his children, Morni| 
Faces, sprang to the best-seller list as soon as it was publishe# 
Mr. Brown, in today’s world, how can we be successful par = : 
(Applause) 


Mr. Brown: 


In Morning Faces, which Mr. Denny has kindly mentionedJf 
remember pointing out that children learn to walk in order #f 
walk away. That is at once the most poignant and the healthie# 
fact about those short and radiant years which we cherish as 0 
children’s childhood. 

Equipping children to walk away from us, much as we he® 
to lose them, is, I think, among the obligations of parenthoc!/ 
But equipping them to walk away to what? And where? Into whi 
kind of world? With what worthiness of purpose? With wt! 
feeling for us, for others, and for themselves? And how to equ 
them to walk away so that, when standing resolutely on their ov# 
feet, they will nonetheless be willing to come back to us fre) 
time to time as friends. In the answers to these questions, I belie 
will lie the proof of whether we have succeeded or failed # 
parents. 

I hesitate to touch upon this matter of how, as parents, we ej 
succeed. I don’t pretend to know the answers. I don’t know ar} 
one who does. Only the childless are foolhardy enough to t# 
other people how their children should be brought up. Only t# 
childless are in a position to summon the audacity to critici> 
other people’s children. | 

In the popular jargon, children are “problems,” and “problem 
they certainly can be. They can wear us down. They can we) 
us out. But the truth is, however, that it is we, the parents, w} 
are the real problems. 

Our children did not choose us. They are stuck with us, :} 
better or for worse. (Applause) That is their tough luck. : 

Whenever we grow too smug about our fitness to prepare ¢} 
young for playing their rightful part in the world that is to cor! 

we have only to take one look at what we adults have made} 
the world as it is, to grow promptly and precipitously humble. 

Perhaps the surest way to fail as parents is to take no pleast 
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n being parents. Parenthood is more than a responsibility. It’s a 
y, and to communicate to our children this sense of joy is among 
responsibilities. 
As Ogden Nash put it: 
“There would be much less danger from the wiles of a stranger, 
If one’s kin and one’s kith were more fun to be with.” 
| Imention pleasure because a happy home seems to me vital to 
ehild’s emotional security. That is why, much as I deplore divorce 
ept as a last resort, I am convinced it is far better for the chil- 
en of parents whose unhappiness with each other is beyond 
e or control to have these parents go their separate ways. By 
haying together, an unhappy father and mother may please their 
jastors, but they can destroy their children. 
If I have stressed happiness, it is not because I deem to ignore 
scipline. In and out of school, children still have to learn to do 
hat they don’t want to do and to do it smilingly. They have to 
this if for no other reason than that, as adults, they will spend 
se largest portion of their life doing precisely that. 
Life for grownups is not a matter of obeyed whims. To delude 
iniidren into believing that it is, or ever can be, seems to be not 
Ihiy unprogressive but downright cruel. 
|What every child needs is what all too many adults lack; that 
an interest—any interest which will correlate their thinking, 
(lease their aptitudes, sharpen their minds, and lift them out of 
bemselves. All too many alleged grownups manage to live with- 
it being alive. 
LAs parents, we don’t want such a fate to overtake our children. 
yore than being spectators, we want them to be participants in 
e. We want them to have enough wakened curiosities and in- 
irmed tastes so that they will neither bore nor be bored. (Ap- 
ause. ) 


oderator Denny: 

hank you, John Mason Brown. Well, Mrs. Sheed, that doesn’t 
2m to be a very controversial statement. I wonder in what 
ticulars you disagree with Mr. Brown. Mrs. Sheed. (Applause) 


is. Sheed: 

No, I don’t think Mr. Brown’s statement on the whole is very 
Sntroversial. With much of it I am in entire agreement, though 
#hould like to cut, I think, a little deeper into some of the points 
it has raised. 

here is one point on which I do disagree with him. If by divorce 
means not merely separation but remarriage, well, I am 
Suinst it. But I would like to leave that aside if I may for the 


5 


questions, because here I would like in my few minutes to pt 
before you what seem to me some leading points in the ideal « 
perfect parenthood, or, at least, successful parenthood. . 

I think the first thing, the first prerequisite, the first preparatio|& 
of parents, to be successful parents is that they should be ver 
much in love with one another. It seems to me that just as ver} 
loving parents put something into their children when they ar) 
born, so very loving parents are apt to put something more int 
their children as they educate them than will other parents. 

For this reason, I am strongly in favor of sex education at hom 
and not in school. You see, it seems to me that if you are to dei) 
positively with this most tremendously important thing in edvy 
cating your children you must give them the ideal of the beaut} 
of what sex means in God’s plan for man, and it is loving paren} 
who can best do that. Hh 

The sort of love that was expressed in the Browning love le/® 
ters or in the love letters of Chesterton to his wife which issueg 
in a most beautiful Christian and most loving marriage, that, 
think, enables parents to choose the right moment to teach the}: 
children positively something which is sacred, and thus to sweef’ 
aside the sort of smutty things that may come up in conversati ‘: 
between the young by building up a positive ideal. | 

Now this brings me to the other point on which I think paren? 
have got to equip themselves—if I’m told they’re not equippe® 
I must answer I’m talking now at this moment about the ideal? 
that parents should equip themselves to give religious instructid? 
to their own children. 

You see, if they don’t care enough to do this—to answer tlh 
children’s questions about God—which is the way in which fia: 
the first few years at any rate all of this should be done, it ne 


very quickly find this out. | 

I don’t think Wordsworth was only being poetical when he sai 1 
“We come as children trailing clouds of glory.” He meant somij 
thing absolutely, literally true. Young children are very mud 
aware of God. If parents will continue to build that faith up 4 
their children, it will not be lost as it so commonly is by the tria| 
and difficulties of life, but rather will persevere through life. 
seems to me that therein also lies the answer to that questic 
adumbrated by Mr. Brown of how far should children be taug ‘lk 
to conform and how far must they be taught not to conform. if 
what point must we stop? We must have a point. I would answ# 
that that point comes where the changing conventions of md. 


conflict with the law of God. We admire such nonconformists } 
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Pastor Niemoeller and Cardinal Faulhaber when they held out 
against Hitler. We admire Mindszenty when he holds out against 
the Soviet. 

We admire these men and we want our children to have the 

courage which may not, we hope, lead them to such terrible 
| situations, but the courage which nevertheless is needed through- 
_ out life if we are to stand on our own feet. 
I don’t think that courage is given in any way except by a sure 
faith in God. It seems to me that’s the important thing we’ve got 
| to give our children. Then, they will know for themselves how 
| to discern the path that they ought to take. (Applause) 


|Moderator Denny: 


Thank you. Thank you, very much, Mrs. Sheed. Now Mr. Brown, 
i if you and Mrs. Sheed will step up here, let’s have an exchange of 
questions between you before we take the questions from the 
; audience. Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Brown: Mrs. Sheed, may I ask one question? On your state- 
ment of divorce, I think almost everyone in the world disap- 
-oroves of divorce—at least regrets divorce heartily—but do you 
‘eel that there is no moment when parents—any parents—no 
matter how unhappy should be divorced for the sake of their 
ehildren? 

Mrs. Sheed: I think there is no time when parents should be 
>4ivorced and marry again. I think there are very extreme cir- 
cumstances in which a separation may be called for. But my great 
sociological argument—aside from the fact that I believe that 
‘husband and wife are as closely related as child and parent and 
ean no more throw one another away than child and parent can— 
‘out aside from that, as you call it mystical idea of marriage, I also 
(feel that sociologically if you once say that divorce can come, 
ou immediately open the door so that many, many people who 
would manage to get on, who would get over that natural in- 
compatibility that exists between man and woman, who would 
get their second wind, so to speak in the race of life, give in 
instead of getting their second wind. Instead of overcoming their 
natural incompatibility, they say, “Let’s try again.” 
| Instead of the old fairy tale ending, “They were married and 
lived happily ever after,” they really believe that you can end 
ith “They were divorced and lived happily ever after,” and I 
vather doubt it. 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Brown, did you want to comment on that 
nswer? 
Mr. Brown: I would only like to comment from a personal point 
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of view. Again, it doesn’t seem to me that anyone can be dogmatic.) 
I personally don’t understand how in the contemporary world—} 
and I don’t mean to speak as a Hollywood reporter—anyone canp 
pretend not only that divorce is, alas, far more widespread thang 
it should be, but that there are not moments when divorce, it} 
seems to me, is the only sane, almost the only sanitary, releases 
for two people who are incompatible. I can imagine nothing worse} 
for children than being brought up in this atmosphere of bicker-}p 


their first marriage has driven them to unhappiness. Divorcel 
always presents a problem to the child, a real problem, a loss oj; 
a parent, a fight for affection. But far worse, it seems to mej 
is to condemn a child to living in a home which reeks witk) 


Adams creature. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: We have time for a short one. Mrs. Sheed. 

Mrs. Sheed: I would like to say first that I disbelieve that it is] 
impossible for any two human beings to get along together if they iN 
have the right principles and they call on God to help them. But? 
secondly, I am also convinced that if separation were the onls\¢ 
way out, you would have very little of it, wheréas each divores: 
leads to more sense of insecurity and to a multitude more o} 
divorces. 

The lawyers say that hard cases make bad laws, and what they 
mean is that if you legislate to help one hard case you product) 
a hundred more hard cases. Tragic as hard cases are, and prog 
foundly as I feel for the people who have had that suffering, I an|) 
afraid for society: 
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sands. That is my sociological fear. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mrs. Sheed. Now while we get ready fo} 
our question period, here is a message for our Town Hall listeners}! 

Announcer: Well, parents, what did you think of that? Wouldn’) 
you like to have copies of these two speeches as well as the ques} 
tions and answers to follow? All this will be available in ou) 
Town Meeting Bulletin which is published each week for you}t 
convenience at the nominal price of ten cents, i 

Why not try a sample subscription for the next eleven con» 
secutive issues for one dollar? Put a dollar into an envelope to|: 
gether with your name and address and send it to Town Hall, Ney 
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'York 18, New York. I’ll repeat that, Town Hall, New York 18, 
New York. 

If you’d like to have these bulletins come to you for an entire 
year, send $4.50. But, in case you want only a copy of tonight’s 
discussion, enclose ten cents in coin, not stamps, and allow about 
itwo weeks for delivery. 
| If you have an opinion on tonight’s discussion, let us have it 
‘when you send in your order. We’d like to hear from you. 

Now, I see our Town Meeting audience is ready with their ques- 
ions tonight, so for our question period, we return you now to 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: We start tonight with a question from the balconyp: 
The lady up there. | 

Lady: Mr. Brown. What do you think of so-called progressivy 4 
education? 

Mr. Denny: Oh, oh! There you are Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Brown: What do I think of so-called progressive education 
I think frequently it is only so-called. (Laughter and applause 
I think its intentions are admirable, and the reason that we had 
was a healthy revolt from what was a kind of stupid and real 
deadening older discipline—education that was utterly coerci 
and unenlightened. 

What frightens me about progressive education—and I face 
this problem myself as a teacher when I had the first backwa. 
from people who were trained in some progressive schools, b(j 
cause progressive schools differ — is a simple fact that a grea 
many brilliant children trained in progressive schools have bee 
taught that what they can only do is what they want to do andlip 
go back to that point. 

They do not realize, for example, what is the importance in t 
human body of the skeleton. They will take the flesh because ith? 
easy and soft, but the tough fiber of the bone structure is som} 
thing they run from. t 

Now I know of no profession, I know of no path in life th!) 
decent people hope to succeed in which doesn’t require—as 1% 
us say to play the piano does—enormous drudgery before the 
medium or profession is mastered so that you can ever find th® 
release which is really pleasure. 

The point of education, of course, is to try to make it seem ful} 
but you can’t dodge the work. You destroy the young if you thift 
the work can be dodged entirely. (Applause) iI 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Brown. The gentleman over he 

Man: My question is directed to Mrs. Sheed. Shouldyl 
responsibility for parenthood training be turned over to tht 
schools or churches since most or a great many children arer 
reared at home—they just grow up the best way they can? 

Mr. Denny: Mrs. Sheed. Do you think that the responsibility @ 
training children should be with the school or the church as ma 
children grow up the best way they can and parents are nj 
equipped to train them? Is that your question? 
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than the recent progress of the world that the thing is going to 
come back upon parents every time. In Germany, the war on all 
the youth organizations that went on with Hitler; in Soviet Russia, 
the war on education, the grasping of education by an atheist 
state—all that throws it back on us parents. What was originally 
our duty we had no right wholly to delegate to anybody else, and 


Happy parent-child relationships result from the sharing of 
work and play. A. Devaney, Inc. 
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we'd better be ready for we are going to have to do it or nobody 
else will. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Mr. Brown has a comment. Yes, Mr. Brown. 
Mr. Brown: It’s sex that’s drawing me into this discussion. 
(Laughter) I think Mrs. Sheed has a point. Naturally, the parent; 
should, according to the parent’s own enlightenment, inform the q 
child about what are those facts. It would be easier for all of us if} 
the bees would really explain their own theory. But since they 
won’t, and coming from Kentucky, which is fairly near Missouri, 
let me indulge in compromise (Laughter) —I mean the right kind.) 
Let me say, I don’t see why you shouldn’t have it both ways. Have 
the parents do what they can, and then have the schools do} 
what they can. I know of no parents who have found that particu-} 
lar interview easy, nor of any children who have found it agreeable.f 
Sometimes the impersonality of a teacher, plus the enlighten-) 
ment of a teacher, can do much more good than a blushing father 
or mother. I think they deserve all the knowledge they can get. 
(Applause) f 
Mrs. Sheed: I do not agree with Mr. Brown, because I do not 
think there is any need whatsoever to blush. If you are telling! 
your children something that is in your eyes noble and beautiful} 
why blush about it? (Applause) 


THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 


JOHN MASON BROWN—Author, lecturer, and dramatic critic, 
John Mason Brown is also associate editor of The Saturday 
Review of Literature. He was born in Louisville, Ky., in 1900. 
He has an A.B. from Harvard; an L.H.D. from Williams; and a 
D.Litt from the University of Montana. 

Mr. Brown has worked for the Louisville Courier-Journal, 
taught history of the theater at the University of Montana during 
summer sessions, been associate editor and dramatic critic for 
Theater Arts Monthly and staff lecturer for the American Labo- 
ratory Theater. 

From 1929 to 1941, Mr. Brown was dramatic critic for the New 
York Evening Post. This was followed by a year on the New 
York World Telegram. He has given courses on playwriting and 
the theater at Yale, at the Middlebury College Breadloaf Writers’ 
Conference, and at Harvard. Since 1944, he has been an associate 
editor and columnist for The Saturday Review of Literature. 

During World War II, as a lieutenant in the U.S.N.R., Mr. Brown 
was on the staff of Vice Admiral Alan Kirk for the invasion of 
Sicily and Normandy. 


MAISIE WARD SHEED —Mrs. Sheed, a publisher and lecturer, is 
the author of Gilbert Keith Chesterton and Young Mr. Newman. 


She is former chairman of training for the London Catholic 
Evidence Guild. 


| 
|) Mr. Denny: Perhaps that is because of the way our parents 
| trained us, Mrs. Sheed. The balcony, please. 

Lady: For Mrs. Sheed. If a parent has what is basically a sound 
modern way of bringing up his child, but old-fashioned neighbors 
«and relatives obviously disapprove, what can he do to deal with 
(this situation? 

Mrs. Sheed: The difficulty, I think, in dealing with neighbors 
and relatives is met quite easily if your children go along with you 
iin the way that you are bringing them up. A united family can 
show a very strong face to the world. If the relatives have got 
the care of the children, then I admit it becomes exceedingly 
difficult. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now the lady down here, please. 

Lady: Mr. Brown, what steps can an interested public take to 
effect a change in the present school curriculum which will in- 
clude intensive training for successful parenthood? 

_ Mr. Denny: Mr. Brown. You didn’t expect that one, did you? 
Mr. Brown: I did not. Would you mind repeating it? 

Lady: What steps can an interested public take to effect a change 
fa the present school curriculum which will include intensive 
training for successful parenthood? 

Mr. Brown: Forgive me, I don’t mean to be rude—but it seems 
that you have succumbed to that widespread American fallacy 
‘nat if you give a course in something, people will therefore learn 
it. (Applause) The most poignant example of that in history was 
old by William Allen White in his autobiography when he pointed 
out how President Harding, who would somehow have been better 
a5 a postage stamp than as a president (laughter), once said to 
Nir. William Allen White, “I’m unhappy here. Tell me,” said Presi- 
dent Harding, “do you know of any good books on how to be 
President of the United States?” 

I don’t believe even a course on parenthood would do too much 
good. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady in the balcony. 

Lady: I’d like to ask Mrs. Sheed and Mr. Brown what they mean 
oy successful parenthood; and would not the basis of successful 
arenthood necessarily change from time to time as the child 
evelops and grows older? 

Mrs. Sheed: Naturally, the method would change as the child 
‘rows older, but I think the basis of successful parenthood is to 
nake your children good and give them strong principles, and 
aake them, above all, happy. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Next question there? 
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Man: For Mr. Brown. Should you ever spank a child when you) 
are angry? 
Mr. Brown: Should you ever spank a child when you are angry? § 
Mr. George Bernard Shaw, blessed with everything except chil-§ 
dren, once insisted in the presses that the only time that a parents 
had any right to hit a child was when the parent was angry. To 


do it in cold blood, said Shaw, to do it deliberately the next day; 
like a state executioner, is appalling. (Laughter) : 
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That you may take as a Shavian paradox. I think there are 
moments when manual training is better than intellectual. I can 
nly say that I look back with a kind of pain, rather localized 
pai to the spankings I myself received. The only ones that I 
really resented are the ones that I really didn’t deserve. There 
were plenty which I did. They helped the circulation plus the 
conscience. 
| I don’t approve of spanking nowadays. This is one of the 
| in education. 

I think you'll find that most parents are more apt, shall I say, 
o have the manual approach to their firstborn and then discover 
hat it doesn’t really do much good. It has to be through the 
ind if you can control your own mind and temper, and the 
econd child gets off easier. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady in the back of the hall. 
| Lady: Mrs. Sheed, what can we do if parents cannot reconcile 
2emselves to their children’s friends because their friends are 
* different races or religions? 

Mrs. Sheed: What can we do to reconcile ourselves to our chil- 
lren’s friends if these are of different races or religions? Is that 
‘sur point? 

Lady: That’s right. 

Mrs. Sheed: Well, I think that we ought to accept different races 
md religions in our children’s friends. I would be very, very 
erry not to, and I think that we require some education if we 
an’t. The children are in the right, if they want to make friends 
vith people of different races and different religions. (Applause) 
_Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman in the balcony. 

. Man: Mr. Brown. To what degree should prohibition be used 
pompared with reasoning in guidance of children? 

| Mr. Brown: You flatter me. You put me in the position of Moses. 
daughter) Now who can answer that question in all honesty? 
ank you for having a charming face. Who can say prohibition 
> reasoning? The way to prohibit, it seems to me, is through 
‘-ason—if you can reach a child’s reason and maintain your own. 
w that is a difficult thing to do. Let’s talk turkey. (Laughter 
d applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Brown, and thank you very much, 
‘rs. Sheed. You’ve helped us immensely. Now, in just a moment, 
1 tell you about next week’s subject and next week’s speakers. 
Announcer: Each week, new local sponsors join our Town Hall 
ily, and tonight we’re glad to welcome the American Exchange 
ank in Madison, Wisconsin. Actually, the people of Madison are 
hearing this word of welcome, for this is one of three spots 
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in the program which all local sponsors have to bring their mes 
sage to our listeners. 

If you are hearing this announcement, it means that these three 
spots are available for local sponsorship in your area. Sponsors 
of Town Meeting have learned that they increase their o 
prestige and their business by associating themselves with thi 
top-prestige program. 

If you are an official of a bank, a department store manager, a 
automobile dealer, or a newspaper publisher, you can use Towy 
Meeting for your advertising message and at the same time brin; 
to the radio audience a very important public service. 

Your local ABC Station manager will be happy to explain locag 
sponsorship to you. Why not call on him tomorrow? 

Now to tell you about next week’s program, here is Mr. Denn 

Mr. Denny: Last week, President Truman announced his mo 
mentous decision that this country would make the dreaded hydro 
gen bomb. Senator Brien McMahon made a significant addres 
the next afternoon in the Senate. Next week, Senator Brien Mg 
Mahon, who is chairman of the Joint Committee on Atomi 
Energy, and Mr. H. V. Kaltenborn, Dean of American Radi 
Commentators, will discuss the question, “How Can We Secur 
Peace in a Hydrogen-Bomb World?” 

The following week, we'll discuss the question, “Do America: | 
Movies Represent America Abroad?” 

If you live in the Metropolitan area of New York or are planni 
to come to New York for a trip and would like to attend one « 
these broadcasts, we'll be happy to send you tickets. Just writ 
to Town Hall, New York 18, New York. So plan to be with 
next week and every week at the sound of the Crier’s Bell. 
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